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	Higher Music ~ Performance Skills

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


· Grade 4
· Perform on 2 instruments or 1 instrument and Accompanying

· Develop and refine technical and musical competence
· Perform a variety of musical styles and genres 

· Develop performing skills through practical activity and performance opportunities

 Higher Music ~ External Assessment
· 15 Minute programme comprising:
· Instrument 1 ~ 10 minute programme (6 minutes sampled)

· Instrument 2 ~ 5 minute programme (3 minutes sampled)

· Programme music contain a minimum of two contrasting pieces on each instrument

· Each instrument is marked out of 30

· Overall performing = 60% of FINAL HIGHER GRADE

SQA Guidance on Effective Performing Skills

· accuracy in pitch and rhythm and close attention to the composer’s intentions
· technical assurance, musical sensitivity and a convincing sense of style
· fluency, ease, and a sense of performance


	
	Experiences and Outcomes : Level 4 Music - Performing
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	I can give assured, expressive and imaginative performances of vocal and/or instrumental 
	

	
	music from a wide range of styles and cultures, using performance directions, musical notation, 

	
	and/or playing by ear. EXA 4-16a
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	I have experienced the energy and excitement of presenting/performing for different 
	

	
	audiences. EXA 4-01a
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Higher  Music Outcomes for Performing Skills Unit
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Perform music in a range of music styles by: 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1.1
	Developing a range of complex musical, interpretive and technical skills, showing clear understanding of the composers’ intentions
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1.2
	Critically self-reflecting and evaluating the quality and accuracy of their performing and refining their performing skills
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Evidence Requirements for Higher Music

· secure and consistent levels of musical and technical control, related to pitch and rhythm, tempo and musical flow 

· performing musically convincing pieces of music on their two selected instruments, or one instrument and voice, showing high and consistent levels of musical control and sensitivity 

· critical self-reflection and evaluation skills 


Equipment
Each week you must bring/use:

1. Your Instrument

2. Your Music

3. CD Backing Track and/or Piano Accompaniments

4. A pencil and rubber
Good Practice Techniques
· Don’t always start your practice at the beginning of a piece! (Spend time on the areas you are having difficulties with).
· Break the piece into small manageable ‘chunks’ – this will allow you to learn the whole piece quicker.

· Think about the RHYTHM of the music – it’s no use just learning the notes in the correct order – look at how long they last for and COUNT!

· ALWAYS practice with your backing track/accompanist if possible – as a musician you have to learn to play along with others.

· Make sure you always ask for help – don’t waste time being ‘stuck’.

· Practice ONLY the pieces you are working on – no riffs/pieces from memory – this wastes time.

· Be self-disciplined! Practise on your own to progress each week ‘push yourself’ as much as you can.

Good Luck! and I am looking forward to hearing you play.

List the pieces you are practicing in the table below.
Instrument 1: ……………………………………….......

	Title
	Grade
	Time
	Recorded/ Signed off by teacher

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Instrument 2: ……………………………………………

	Title
	Grade
	Time
	Recorded/ Signed off by teacher

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



In the table below you should write your 15 minute examination programme.
Remember you need a total of 10 minutes on instrument 1 and 5 minutes on instrument 2. You must have at least two contrasting pieces on each instrument. 
	Instrument 1

	Title
	Time

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	TOTAL 
	=


	Instrument 2

	Title
	Time

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	TOTAL
	=



Name of 1st Instrument: ..................................
Name of Instructor: .......................................................
It is your responsibility to keep the Log up to date on a weekly basis.

	Date
	Title of Music Played
	Target
	Reflections
	Next Steps

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Date
	Title of Music played
	Target
	Reflections
	Next Steps

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Date
	Title of Music played
	Target
	Reflections
	Next Steps

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 






Name of 2nd  Instrument: ..................................
Name of Instructor: .......................................................
It is your responsibility to keep the Log up to date on a weekly basis.

	Date
	Title of Music Played
	Target
	Reflections
	Next Steps

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Date
	Title of Music played
	Target
	Reflections
	Next Steps

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Date
	Title of Music played
	Target
	Reflections
	Next Steps

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



After you have completed a piece of music to the best of your ability, it is really important to record/film it as evidence. You should be aiming to record once a term.
This can be done by using the EDIROL mp4 recorder or on the Flip Cam. This becomes your PERFORMING FOLIO.

You must also EVALUATE your performance – how well you have performed and have you reached all your targets. You should always get a friend/teacher to hear you and write in their EVALUATIONS too. ** Check out the BUZZ BOARD for tips on evaluation **

	
	My Evaluation

	
	What went well in my performance……………

	1
	 


	2
	 


	
	What I can improve on next time……………..

	1
	 


	2
	 


	
	

	
	Peer/ Teacher Evaluation

	
	Name:

	
	

	
	What did you like about the performance…………

	1
	 


	2
	 


	
	What can be improved for the next performance……

	1
	 


	2
	 






	Date
	Title of Piece Recorded
	Instrument Played 
	Recording Equipment Used

	
	
	
	


	
	My Evaluation

	
	What went well in my performance……………

	1
	 


	2
	 


	
	What I can improve on next time……………..

	1
	 


	2
	 


	
	

	
	Peer/ Teacher Evaluation

	
	Name:

	
	

	
	What did you like about the performance…………

	1
	 


	2
	 


	
	What can be improved for the next performance……

	1
	 


	2
	 







	
	My Evaluation

	
	What went well in my performance……………

	1
	 


	2
	 


	
	What I can improve on next time……………..

	1
	 


	2
	 


	
	

	
	Peer/ Teacher Evaluation

	
	Name:

	
	

	
	What did you like about the performance…………

	1
	 


	2
	 


	
	What can be improved for the next performance……

	1
	 


	2
	 







	
	My Evaluation

	
	What went well in my performance……………

	1
	 


	2
	 


	
	What I can improve on next time……………..

	1
	 


	2
	 


	
	

	
	Peer/ Teacher Evaluation

	
	Name:

	
	

	
	What did you like about the performance…………

	1
	 


	2
	 


	
	What can be improved for the next performance……

	1
	 


	2
	 




To complete the Unit - 
You must be able to –
1. Carry out an effective practice routine 
(using your Log Book each week to monitor your own progress).  
2. Set achievable targets to further your skills and identify when 
you have reached these targets.

3. Choose appropriate music and perform music in contrasting 
styles.

4. Perform in front of other people (others in the class; your 
Teacher etc).

5. Record your performances (in a variety of ways as evidence).
6. Evaluate your performances (in a variety of ways e.g. written evaluations; 
audio clips; group discussions, blogs, video etc.)

7. Take good care of your instrument.
8. Listen to other professional recordings of performances on your 
instrument.

	Level
	Grade

	National 3/Level 3
	1

	National 4/Level 4
	2

	National 5
	3

	Higher
	4

	Advanced Higher
	5





Name:..................................................		Class:...........





Teacher:............................................





Date�
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Instrument Played �
Recording Equipment Used�
�
�
�
�
�
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Title of Piece Recorded�
Instrument Played �
Recording Equipment Used�
�
�
�
�
�
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Standards required for Performance National 3 – ADV Higher Music
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