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General marking principles for Higher Music 
 
This information is provided to help you understand the general principles you must apply when 
marking candidate responses to questions in this paper. These principles must be read in 
conjunction with the detailed marking instructions, which identify the key features required in 
candidate responses. 
 
(a) Marks for each candidate response must always be assigned in line with these general 

marking principles and the detailed marking instructions for this assessment. 
 
(b) Marking should always be positive. This means that, for each candidate response, marks 

are accumulated for the demonstration of relevant skills, knowledge and understanding: 
they are not deducted from a maximum on the basis of errors or omissions. 

 
(c) If a specific candidate response does not seem to be covered by either the principles or 

detailed marking instructions, and you are uncertain how to assess it, you must seek 
guidance from your team leader. 

 
(d) Do not accept any answer that is not in the marking instructions. Use professional 

judgement when candidates’ responses do not exactly match marking instructions but 
carry the same meaning, eg plagal cadence or IV–I. 

 
(e) Candidates are asked to tick one or more boxes in multiple choice questions. Accept a 

cross or any other sign which makes the candidate’s intentions clear. 
 
. 
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Key E-marking Information 
 

Response Overview: Before you start marking you must check every page of the 
candidate’s response. This is to identify :  
 
- If the candidate has written in any unexpected areas of their answer booklet  

 
- If the script is legible and that it does not require to be re-scanned 

 
- If there is an additional answer booklet/answer sheet, you need to check that it 

belongs to the same candidate  
 

- If the candidate has continued an answer to a question at the back or in a 
different location in the booklet 
 

- The presence of any non-script related objects.  

No Response (NR): Where a candidate has not attempted to answer a question use 
No Response (NR).  
 
Candidates are advised in the ‘Your Exams’ booklet to cross out any rough work 
when they have made a final copy. However, crossed-out work must be marked if 
the candidate has not made a second attempt to answer the question. Where a 
second attempt has been made, the crossed-out answers should be ignored.  

Zero marks should only be applied when a candidate has attempted the 
question/item and their response does not attract any marks. 

Additional Objects: Where a candidate has used an additional answer sheet this is 
known as an additional object. When you open a response that contains an 
additional object, a popup message will advise you of this.  You are required to add 
a minimum of one annotation on every additional page to confirm that you have 
viewed it. You can use any of the normal marking annotations such as tick/cross 

or the   annotation to confirm that you have viewed the page. You will 
not be able to submit a script with an additional object, until every additional page 
contains an annotation. 

Link tool: The Link tool  allows you to link pages/additional objects to a 
particular question item on a response. 
 
In “Full Response View”:  

 Check which question the candidate’s answer relates to 

 Click on the question in the marks display panel 

 On the left hand side, select the Link Page check box beneath the thumbnail for 
the page. 

 Once all questions have been linked, click ‘Structured Response View’ to start 
marking. When you select a linked question item in the mark input panel, the 
linked page(s) are displayed. 
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Exception Description Marker Action 

Image Rescan 
request 

You should raise this exception 
when you are unable to mark the 
candidate’s response because the 
image you are viewing is of poor 
quality and you believe a rescan 
would improve the quality of the 
image, therefore allowing you to 
mark the response.  Some examples 
of this include scan lines, folded 
pages or image skew. 

If image is to be rescanned RM 
will remove the script from your 
work list. RM will inform you of 
this. No further action is 
required from you. If RM do not 
think that a rescan will improve 
the image then you should raise 
the script as an Undecipherable 
exception.  

Offensive Content 

You should raise this exception 
when the candidate’s response 
contains offensive, obscene or 
frivolous material. Examples of this 
include vulgarity, racism, 
discrimination or swearing. 

Raise this exception and enter a 
short report in the comments 
box. You should then mark the 
script and submit in the normal 
manner 

Incorrect Question 
Paper 

You should raise this exception 
when the image you are viewing 
does not correspond to the paper 
you are marking. 

Raise script as an exception.  Do 
not mark the image until SQA 
have contacted you and 
provided advice.  

Undecipherable 

You should raise this exception 
when you are unable to mark the 
candidate’s response because the 
response cannot be read and you 
do not believe that a re-scan will 
improve the situation because the 
problem is with the writing and not 
the image. Some examples of this 
include poor handwriting and 
overwriting the original response. 

Raise script as an exception to 
alert SQA staff. SQA will contact 
you to advise further action and 
when to close the exception. 

Answer Outside of 
Guidance 

You should raise this exception 
when you are unable to mark 
because the Marking Instructions do 
not cover this candidate’s 
response. 

Act on advice from Team 
Leader. 

Concatenated Script 
Exception 

You should raise this exception 
when the additional object(s) ie 
pages or scripts displayed do not 
belong to the candidate you are 
marking. 
You need not use this exception if 
the additional objects are 
transcriptions or additional pages 
submitted for the candidate.   

Raise script as an exception. 
You can mark the correct script 
then review the marks once the 
erroneous script has been 
removed. SQA will contact you 
and advise of any actions and 
when to close the exception. 
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Exception Description Marker Action 

Non-Script Object 

You should raise this exception 
when the additional object 
displayed does not relate to the 
script you are marking 
OR 
If you think that there is a piece of 
the candidate’s submission missing 
eg because the script you are 
marking contains only responses to 
diagrams or tables and you suspect 
there should be a further script or 
word processed response or the 
response on the last page ends 
abruptly.  

Raise script as an exception. 
Write a short report to advise 
the issue and continue to mark. 
SQA will contact you and advise 
of any actions and when to close 
the exception.  

Candidate Welfare 
Concern 

You should raise this exception 
when you have concerns about the 
candidate’s well-being or welfare 
when marking any examination 
script or coursework and there is 
no tick on the flyleaf to identify 
these issues are being or have been 
addressed by the centre. 

Telephone the Child Welfare 
Contact on 0345 213 6587 as 
early as possible on the same or 
next working day for further 
instruction.  
Click on the Candidate Welfare 
Concern button and complete 
marking the script and submit 
the mark as normal. 

Malpractice 

You should raise this exception 
when you suspect wrong doing by 
the candidate.  Examples of this 
include plagiarism or collusion. 

Raise this exception and enter a 
short report in the comments 
box. You should then mark the 
script and submit in the normal 
manner 
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Annotations 

Annotation Annotation 
Name 

Instructions on use of annotation 
 

 
Tick Please see below for the use of this annotation on a question by 

question basis. 

 
Cross Please see below for the use of this annotation on a question by 

question basis. 

 

SEEN This annotation should be used by the marker on a blank page to 
show that they have viewed this page and confirm it contains no 
candidate response.  

 

Tick a Please see below for the use of this annotation for question 4. 

 

Tick b Please see below for the use of this annotation for question 4. 

 

Tick c Please see below for the use of this annotation for question 4. 

 

Use of Annotations   

Question 
1 (a) 

If an answer is correct annotate with a tick to show the correct answer(s). 

Do not annotate with a cross for any incorrect answers. 

If any ADDITIONAL incorrect answers have been provided, place a cross beside the additional 
answer(s) and deduct the mark(s) assigned to the correct answer(s). 

Question 
1 (b) 

If the answer is correct simply enter the mark in the corresponding box. 

Annotation is not required. 

If the answer is wrong enter a zero in the box. Do not annotate with a cross. 

If any ADDITIONAL incorrect answers have been provided, place a cross beside the additional 
answer(s) and deduct the mark(s) assigned to the correct answer(s). 

Question 
2 (a) and 

(b) 

If the answer is correct simply enter the mark in the corresponding box. Do not annotate with 
a tick. 

If the answer is wrong enter a zero in the box. Do not annotate with a cross. 

If any ADDITIONAL incorrect answers have been provided, place a cross beside the additional 
answer(s) and deduct the mark(s) assigned to the correct answer(s). 

Question 
3 

(a), (b), 
(c), (d), 

(e) and (f) 

If the answer is correct simply enter the mark in the corresponding box. Do not annotate with 
a tick. 

If the answer is wrong enter a zero in the box. Do not annotate with a cross. 

If any ADDITIONAL incorrect answers have been provided, place a cross beside the additional 
answer(s) and deduct the mark(s) assigned to the correct answer(s). 
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Use of Annotations   

Question 
4 

Insert the relevant tick beside each correct response, for the following headings–  

Style/Form 
 

Melody/Harmony 
 

Rhythm/Tempo 

 

 

Please note that the annotations on the tool bar will change position depending on how 
often they are used. 

Tick up to six answers, up to a maximum of 2 marks per heading, ignoring additional 
answers. 

Use the  tool and tick up to two correct answers for Style/Form. 

Use the  tool to tick up to two correct answers for Melody/Harmony. 

Use the  tool to tick up to two correct answers for Rhythm/Tempo. 

 

Do not insert crosses for wrong answers. 

Please remember to change back to the ordinary tick before marking the next question. 

Question 
5 (a) 

If an answer is correct annotate with a tick to show the correct answer(s). 

Do not annotate with a cross for any incorrect answers. 

If any ADDITIONAL incorrect answers have been provided, place a cross beside the additional 
answer(s) and deduct the mark(s) assigned to the correct answer(s). 

Question 
5 (b) 

If the answer is correct simply enter the mark in the corresponding box. 

Annotation is not required. 

If the answer is wrong enter a zero in the box. Do not annotate with a cross. 

If any ADDITIONAL incorrect answers have been provided, place a cross beside the additional 
answer(s) and deduct the mark(s) assigned to the correct answer(s). 

Question 
6 

(a), (b) 
and  (c) 

If the answer is correct simply enter the mark in the corresponding box. 

Annotation is not required. 

If the answer is wrong enter a zero in the box. Do not annotate with a cross. 

If any ADDITIONAL incorrect answers have been provided, place a cross beside the additional 
answer(s) and deduct the mark(s) assigned to the correct answer(s). 

Question 
7 

If an answer is correct annotate with a tick to show the correct answer(s). 

Do not annotate with a cross for any incorrect answers. 

If any ADDITIONAL incorrect answers have been provided, place a cross beside the additional 
answer(s) and deduct the mark(s) assigned to the correct answer(s). 

Question 
8 

If an answer is correct annotate with a tick to show the correct answer(s). 

Do not annotate with a cross for any incorrect answers. 

If any ADDITIONAL incorrect answers have been provided, place a cross beside the additional 
answer(s) and deduct the mark(s) assigned to the correct answer(s). 
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Practice Scripts 
 
Practice scripts are used to familiarise yourself with the system. These contain valuable 
guidance comments. 
 
After all items on the practice script have been marked and the response has been submitted, 
you will be taken automatically to the Marking Feedback screen. 

There will be a green, amber or red indicator beside the responses to let you know how closely 
your response compares to the definitive mark. 

You can also view the comparison of your response and the definitive mark by clicking on the 
outcome indicator (green, amber or red) in the marking feedback screen for each practice script 
completed. You are encouraged to review the comments for each item that indicate where and 
why the definitive marks were awarded; this includes items that you have marked within 
tolerance. 
 
More guidance can be found in Section 4 of the e-marking Marking From Image training course on 
SQA Academy. 
 
Further Guidance 
 

 Before you start marking you must check every page of the candidate’s response to see if 
the candidate has written in any unexpected areas of their answer booklet. This is 
accessed by clicking Full Response View. 

 

 Refer to the marking instructions when marking all questions.  
 

 Record all marks in the column on the right hand of the screen which aligns with the 
questions. If annotation is required, enter this before assigning the mark in the marks 
column. 

 

 If a candidate has not attempted a question, click on the No Response box. 
 

 The zoom / fit width facilities may help to clarify candidates’ responses. 
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Marking instructions for each question 
 

Question Expected answer(s) Max 

mark 

Additional guidance 

1. (a)  Classical 

Interrupted cadence 

Pizzicato 

Diminished 7th 

4 1 mark for each correct answer. 

Candidate responses can be 
listed in any order. 

No other answers accepted here. 

 (b)  String quartet 1 Do not accept strings. 

2. (a) 1 Mordent 1 Accept mordent. 

  2 Oboe 1 No other answers accepted here. 

  3 Bassoon 1 No other answers accepted here. 

  4 Arpeggio 1 Accept broken chord. 

  5 Octaves or Unison 1 No other answers accepted here. 

 (b)  Harmonic minor (scale) 1 No other answers accepted here. 



Version 2 Page 10  
 

Question Expected answer(s) Max 

mark 

Additional guidance 

3. (a)  

 

1 Both bar lines must be correct. 

 (b)  

 

1 Pitch and rhythm of all four 

notes must be correct. Accept 

stems in any direction or on 

either side. Each note must have 

the majority of the note head in 

the correct place. The sharp 

symbol must precede the note 

and be placed appropriately. 

 (c)  

 

1 Pitch and rhythm of all three 

notes must be correct. Accept 

stems in any direction or on 

either side. Each note must have 

the majority of the note head in 

the correct place. 

 (d)  

 

1 Accept 4 or any 4th. 

 (e)  

 

1 Accept 3 above or below any of 

the first three notes. A slur or 

bracket is not necessary. 

 (f)  

 

1 Both chords must be correct. 

Accept Arabic numerals. 
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Question Expected answer(s) Max 

mark 

Additional guidance 

4.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Style/Form: 

Chamber Music 

Imitation 

Lied(er) 

Romantic 

 

Melody/Harmony: 

Acciaccatura 

Dominant 7th 

Major (tonality) 

Pedal 

Perfect cadence 

Syllabic 

 

Rhythm/Tempo: 

2 or 4 beats in a bar,  2 ,  4   

                                 4    4 

or simple time 

Anacrusis 

A tempo 

Moderato or Andante 

Pause 

Rallentando or Ritardando 

Rubato 

6 Tick all correct answers up to a 

maximum of two concepts per 

heading. 

 

If the candidate chooses to write 

headings, do not penalise for 

concepts written under an 

incorrect heading. 

 

1 mark for each correct answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also accept rall. or rit. 

 

Long lists of concepts unrelated 

to the music and/or extensive 

lists of contradictory concepts 

will result in penalties being 

applied. 

5.  (a)  Passacaglia 

Chromatic 

Tierce de Picardie 

3 1 mark for each correct answer. 

Candidate responses can be 

listed in any order. 

No other answers accepted here. 

 (b)  Obbligato 1 No other answers accepted here. 
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Question Expected answer(s) Max 

mark 

Additional guidance 

6. (a)  Modal 1 No other answers accepted here. 

 (b)  Augmentation 1 No other answers accepted here. 

 (c)  Plagal (cadence) 1 No other answers accepted here. 

7.   Styles: 

Mass 

 

Melody/Harmony: 

Sequence 

Syllabic 

 

Texture/Structure/Form: 

Homophonic 

Ostinato 

5 1 mark for each correct answer 

 

No other answers accepted here. 

8. Me and my girl, 1.  5 1 mark for each correct answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Accept octaves on line 13 or 14. 

Meant for each other, 2.  
Sent for each other 3.  
And liking it so. 4.  glissando   imperfect  
Me and my girl, 5.  
‘S’no use pretending, 6.  
We knew the ending 7.  
A long time ago. 8.  
Some little church 9.   harmony 
With a big steeple, 10.  
Just a few people 11.  
That both of us know, 12.  
And we’ll have love, laughter 13. octaves 
Be happy ever after, 14. octaves 
Me and my girl.  15.  
[Instrumental] 16. contrary 

 
 
 
 
 

[END OF MARKING INSTRUCTIONS] 
 


